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LETTERS: 


V Vratren by the late Earle of 
STRAFFORD. "mime 
The one to his Sacred Majeſty. 
The other to a Lady of 


great note. 
With the Pſalme that he choſe toread 


at the time of his death. 


Printed in the Yeare 1641, 


TE rn I 


TheEarle of ST& AFFORDS Letter, to his moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty,dated from the Tower, 4. May. 1641. 


; May it pleaſe your ſacred Mojeſty, | 
T hath been my greateſt priefe in all theſe tronbles, to be ta« 
ken as a perſon which ſhould enderour 'to repreſent and [et 
things amifſe between your Majeſty and your people; and to 
give Counſells tending to the diſquiet of the three Kingdomes, 
Moſt trae it is, that this mine owne private Condition con- 
ſidered, it had beene a great madngffe, ſince through your gracious 
favour I was ſo-provided,asrot to expeR inany kinde to mend my 
fortune, or pleaſe my minde more, than by reſting where your boua- 
 keous hands had aced me, | 
Nay, it is moſt mightily miſtaken, for unto your Maj ſty is well 
knowne , my e, and humble adviſes concluded {till in this, 
That your Majelty and yonr people coald never bee happy, till there 
were a right nnderſtanding detwixt yon and them ; no other means 
to cifeR and ſettle this happineſle, bat by the Coancell and affert cf 
the Parliament ; or to 94 the 08h evills vpon this ſtate, bat 
intirely putting your ſelfe in t reſort, the Idyalty and 
TY aff: roms of your Engliſh ſubjects, Mr For 
Yet ſach is my misfortune, this truth findeth little eredit,the con- 
rtrary ſcemeth generally to be belceved ,and my (elfe repmed as fone 
thing of ſcperation between you, and your people ; undera heavier 
cenfare than which, | am perſwaded no Gentlemen can ſuffer, | 
Now I underſtand the mindes of mcn are more incenfed againſt 
me, notwithſtandinz your Majeſty hath declared , that in your 
Princely opinion I am not guilty of Treaſon, nox are you ſatisfied in 
your Conſcience to paſſe the Bill, 

This bringeth me into a very great ſtraight, there is before me the 
ruine of my Children , and family, hitFer'o untouched, in all the 
branches of it with any foule Crimes. Here is before me the many 
ills which may b+fall your ſzcred pzrſon, and the whole kingdome, 
ſhould your ſclfe and Parliament part leſſe (atisfied one with the 0- 
ther, than is neceſlary for the preſervation both of King and peop!e, 
Here are before me the things mot yvalu:d , molt feared by mortall 
man, Life or Death, tZ To 
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'Te fay Sir, that there hath not beene a ſtrife in mee, were to make 
me lefſe man, then God knoweth, mine infirmities give me. And to 
call a deſtrutionnpon my ſclfe and yong Children, wherethe inten- 
tions of my heart, at leaſt have becne innocent of this great offence, 
may bebelicvcd, will firde no eafie conſent from fleſh and bloud. 

But with much ſadneſic ] am come to a reſolution, ofthat which I 
take to bee beſt becomming me, to looke upon that which is moſt 
principall init ſelfe ; which doubtleſſe is the proſperity of your &- 
cred perſon, and the Common-wealth, infinitely before any private 
mans intereſt, 

And therefore in few words, as I put my ſelfe wholly upon the 
honour, and juſtice of my Peeres fo clearely , as to beſeech your Ma- 
jelty might pleaſe to have ſpared that Declaration of yours on Satur- 
day laſt, and intircly to have left me to their Lord (hips; fo now to 
ſet your Majcſtics conſcience at liberty , I doe moſt humbly beſeech 
your Majeſty, in prevention of miſtakes which may happen by your 
refufall, to paſle this Bill ; And by this meancs remove ( praiſed be 
God ) I cannot fay, this accurſed, '{ but I confeſle) this unfortunate 
thing forth of the way, towards that bleſſed agreement, whichGod 
I truſt, ſhall ever eftabliſh between youand your SubjeRs. 

Sir, my conſent ſhall moreacquit you herein to God, than all the 
world can doc beſides, To a willing man there is no injury done, 
And as by Gods grace, 7 forgiveall the world witha calmncſle and 
meekneſle of infinite Contentment to my diſlodging fonke ; So fir,to 
you can / give the lifeof this world , With all the chixefulneſſe 
imaginable ; in the juſt acknowledgement of ybur exceeding fa- 
yours, And onely begge that in your goodneſſe yon would vouchfafe 
toCcalt your gracieus regard upon my poore Sonne,and his three Si- 
ſters, leſſe or more, and no otherwiſe, then as their ( in preſent ) 
unfortunate father,may hercafter appearc more;or leſle guilty of this 


death. 
| Ged long preſerve your CMaje#ty, 


Your Majeſties moſt fajthfull, Wi 
humble Subjett, and Servant 
Tower, S$TRAFFORD, 
4. Moy I 641 o 
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'F _—_— ro 4 certaine preat Lady, 
lately diſcovered by firange 
accident, May 164.1. 


Lebough here be ſome diſco | 

there diſcovery made knowne, yct what is 
A imndad is made ſecure ; whioon ou muſt ade two 
thouſand d ſpeedily; for no danger ſets difficultic to com- 
paſſc it, if you keep ſecret: Remember your oath, for we ſhallſlay 
the Beaſt with many heads, and deſtzoy the Devils brood before 
they dreame or miſtruſt. Burne the letter you have received, your 
reward ſhall be in Heaven. 


FINIS. 
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T he Pſalme bee choſs to, read a little before bis 
execution, being tbe fifth Pſalme. 


Onder my words, O Lord : conſider my meditation. 
_ 2 Ohearken thou unto the voyce of my calling,my King, ar:& 
' my God : for unto thee will I make my prayer. FE”, 

3 My voyce ſhalt thou heare betimes, O Lord : early in the 
morning will I dirc& my prayer unto thee, and will look up, 

4 For thou art the God that haſt no pleaſure in wickedneſle :. | 
neither ſhall any eyi]l dwell with thee, Tart 
5 Such as be fooliſh hall notſtand in thy ſight ; for thou hatelt. 

all them that work vanitic. 
' eAnd/o forwards tothe end of the Pſalme.. 
FINIS 
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